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lingered on. He died on September 18,1180, and Philip
became sole king. From the hour of his coronation
three parties contended for the direction of the young
sovereign's policy.
First there was the family of his mother. The house
of Champagne, next to the house of Anjou, was at once
the nearest and the greatest of the vassal houses of
France. Thibault V., count of Blois, was also seneschal
of France, and the position still held some of its ancient
privileges and powers. His brother Stephen was
count of Sancerre, his brother William since 1176
archbishop of Rheims, and the eldest of the brothers,
Henry, was count of Champagne. The counts of Blois
and Champagne had each married half-sisters of the
king, the issue of Louis's first marriage. The family
seemed to enclose the king as in a net
Secondly, there was the busy brain of Henry II. ever
scheming to control, though not to conquer, the power of
his suzerain at Paris. It was the aim of this great king
to surround the French monarch with a ring of his own
states and those of his allies, to confine his action within
narrow limits, and to neutralise, if he could not direct, his
external relations. But in the house of Champagne there
was no man of commanding genius, and Henry had no
desire to control the young king in the exercise of his
internal goverment.
A third party centred round a man abler than any of
the king's uncles, and of more dangerous personal am-
bition than the English king. Philip of Alsace, count of
Flanders and Vennandois, had already endeavoured to join
forces with the house of Champagne by a double marriage
treaty. His nephew, Baldwin of Bfeinault, son of his